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Oceania ROME - The summit of the Group of Eight (G-8) leadersin the Itdian
TR ! port city of Genoaonly produced violence, as there were no positive
AT EIRTCLELed resultsfor the world's poor nations, according to devel opment-focused
Asia Crisis non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Media/IT

Editorials The three-day G-8 meeting concluded on Sunday just asit had begun:
Letters amid violence that devastated broad swaths of Genoa. Officid estimates
Search/Archive indicate that repairs for the streets, shops and banks, which were
damaged or torched, will run near US$50 million.

Sunday evening, the Itdian police raided schools occupied by the Genoa
Socia Forum, a network of 300 NGOs that had peacefully demonstrated

agang the G-8 and the modd of economic globdization the world's most
powerful nations promote. Then, during Monday's early hours, Italy's
Caribinieri force arrested 30 foreigners as they prepared to leave Itdy,

charging them with having participated in the disturbances over the

weekend.
™~

The baance after three days of running street battles between protesters

. and public security forces was the Friday shooting desth of 23-year-old
LHess [tdlian activigt Carlo Giuliani, 560 people injured and 219 arrests.
> Schnalosy
é career Meanwhile, ensconced in the Duca Palace, the G-8 leaders had signed
™ the summit's find declaration, in which they underscored the need to fight

poverty, saying, "we are determined to make globdization work for al
our citizens and especidly the world's poor".

The heads of state from Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Russia and the United States agreed to continue on the road towards the
reduction of foreign debt for developing countries. They aso reached
accords for fighting organized crime, and for combating drug trafficking in
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ﬂ-q‘nhg particular. The eight leaders taking part in the Genoa talks decided to

create an HIV/AIDS fund of $1.2 hillion, athough United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan had stressed that the minimum amount
needed annudly is $7 billion.
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"There was no progress with respect to foreign debt, only the
confirmation of measures that had aready been adopted,” pointed out
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Luca De Fraia, coordinator of the Italian NGO Sdebitarse, which has
gathered 800,000 signatures in favor of annulling the developing South's
externa debt. De Fraia said world leaders had previoudy agreed on
reducing the debt of 23 countries by $53 billion, despite the fact that the
41 poorest countries hold a combined $215 billion in externa debt. The
NGOs are cdling for the forgiveness of the developing world's debt of
$2.5 trillion.

The 40 NGOs making up the Italy-based COCI S network (Coordination
for Internationa Development Cooperation) cdled the G-8 summit
"usdess'. The declaration of principlesligted in the mesting'sfind
document "are inversdly proportiona to concrete efforts’, they saiddina
joint statement. The only effective commitment, the outlay of $1.2 billion
for the battle againg HIV/AIDS, is"pdtry, and with al probability [those
resources] will be destined mogtly for the pharmaceutica industry,” said a
pessmigtic Mario Gay, COCIS president. "They did not annul the foreign
debt and the entire find document is aligned with the guiding policy of the
US adminigtration of [George W] Bush towards the Third World: charity,
not rights,” said Gay.

Furthermore, the city of Genoa "was |&ft in the hands of professond
provocateurs, while the security forces savagely best the peaceful
protesters’, he said.

Sabina Siniscardi, of the NGO Mane Tese, commented that the fight
againg poverty had suffered areversal because the G-8 did not uphold
the commitment that the UN Generd Assembly had imposed on the
nations of the industridized North to set asde 0.7 percent of their gross
domestic product (GDP) as development aid for poor countries.

The $1.2 billion fund for AIDS "is absolutdly insufficient for confronting
thiskind of hedth emergency”, added the activig. "There were no
concrete policies from the eight powerful nations, there were only polite
words about the fight againgt poverty,” said Siniscardi, head of the Itdian
office of Mane Tese, a group engaged in development projectsin 16
countries of Africa, ASaand Latin America

It should be noted, she added, that "the security forces did not attempt to
isolate’ the militants of the extremist group Black Block, reportedly the
indtigators of the street violence during the summit. Instead, the police
"Iindiscriminately used violence againgt everyone, but especidly againg the
movements that were peacefully protesting”.

(Inter Press Service)
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