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ANTI-CAPITALIST DEMDNSTRATIDNS 

Italy grapples 
with aftermath 
of violente 

By James Blik, Alari 
Beat&? and James Harding 

. 

As Genoa yesterday began 
the process of repairing a 
city ravaged by rock-throw- 
ing, riots and graffiti, the 
Italian authorities and the 
anti-capitalist demonstrators 
were coming to terms with a 
weekend in which violente 
had tarnished the credibility 
of both sides. 

The industrialised world’s 
leaders left behind a city in 
which one person had died, 
500 had been injured and 
nearly 200 had been arrested. 
The Italian government 
meanwhile will end up 
spending LlOObn (e51m, 
$44m) clearing up the devas- 
tation. 

Feelings of recrimination 
and regret were aggravated 
by the midnight raid on Sat- 
urday night by Italian police 
on a building used by the 
Genoa Socia1 Forum (GSF), 
the organisers of the demon- 
strations. 

The School building raided 
by the police was scattered 
with posters, bandages, leaf- 
lets and discarded clothes. 
Pools of dried and sticky 
blood lay on the floor, with 
more blood smeared over 
walls and radiators. Teams 
of GSF volunteers were pick- 
ing through the mess in 
search of forensic evidente 
to support an investigation 
against the police. The raid 
left the GSF’s leaders 
shocked, outraged and deter- 
mined to make a politica1 
point. 

“This was the act of a 
South American republic,” 
Said Vittorio Agnoletto, 
spokesman for the GSF. 
“These are not democratic 
ways of acting. Police did 
not respect either our civil 
rights or the constitution.” 

Mr Agnoletto’s criticism 
received strong hacking 
from Peter Hain, the British 
minister for Europe, who 
criticised “the excessive 
reaction” of the Italian 
police in the city over the 
weekend. 

In an interview with Sky 
News in London, Mr Hain 
Said: “The way in which 
Genoa was managed needs 
to be examined,” adding: 
“You cari’‘’ defend the action 
of the police in shooting and 
killine someone.” 

Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s 
prime minister, also dis- 
tanced himself from the 
police operation. But it is 
unlikely that the events of 
the weekend will damage his 
new government or force the 
resignation of Claudio Sta 
jola, interior minister. 

Mr Berlusconi, who won 
power in a general election 
two months ago, indicated 
that he had always disagreed 
with the choice of Genoa as 
the summit venue, a venue 
chosen by the previous cen- 
tre-left administration. 

He emphasised that the 
entire police operation in the 
city had been organised by 
Enzo Bianco, the previous, 
centre-left interior minister. 

The Italian police opera- 
tion first began to draw criti- 
cism on Friday evening fol- 
lowing the shooting of a 
23.year-old activist, Carlo 
Giuliani, 

The 20 year-old policeman 
who fired the shot was a 
member of the carabinieri’s 
auxiliary division and is 
being investigated for homi- 
cide by loca1 public prosecu- 
tors. 

One question being asked 
was why the ltalian police 
are armed with live rounds 
rather than rubber bullets in 
such situations. Another was 
why the police forces failed 
to break up the crowd or 
divert protesters rather than 
lining up for a pitched battle 
on the streets. 

But the violente had not 
only spoiled the G8 summit 
for its Italian hosts. It trou- 
bled the lobbyists, non-gov- 
ernmental organisations and 
politica1 groups that had 
converged on Genoa to pro 
test peacefully against glo- 
balisation, genetically-modi- 
lied foods, debt in developing 
countries, the destruction of 
the environment, global 
warming and many other 
issues. 

Peaceful groups empha- 
sised yesterday their disgust 
at Street violente and sought 
to distante themselves from 
the small minority of people 
who carne to Genoa to tight 
police and destroy property. 

Jamie Drummond, a 

spokesman for Drop the 
Debt, Said: “It will be a trag- 
edy if a movement like ours, 
which is part of the great 
tradition of non-violent pro- 
test of Martin Luther King 
and Gandhi, is to be under- 
mined by a bunch of thugs. 
We want our supporters to 
come [to these events] and 
they will not if they think 
they are going to be involved 
in a riot.” 

A Christian Aid spokes- 
man Said its campaigners 
had been “bitterly disap- 
pointed” not to be able to 
march after the group 
decided not to participate in 
the mass demonstration on 
Saturday for fear that it 
would descend into a second 
day of violente. 

However, the movement 
would not be derailed. 
“Christian Aid campaigners 
are a determined and reso- 
lute bunch and will not let a 
small, violent minority deter 
them from pursuing their 
cause of debt cancellation.” 
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