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Berlusconi Seeks Talks 
TO Head Off Protests 
Italy IS Worrìed About G-8 Summit Rìsks 

ROME - Shaken by violent protests 
at ;i European Union meeting in Sweden 
this weckend, Prime Mini\ter Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy said he wanted to 
open a diuloguc with potential dem- 
onslrators at ;I G-8 sumtnit meeting in 
Genoa next month. 

But in hi\ tnaiden speech Monday 
bcfore the Italian Parliament to present 
the goals of bis new government. Mr. 
Berlusconi took a more defiant tone in 
announcing u draft law to resolve his 
conflicts of interest. 

“The situation 1 find myself in was 
well-known to the 18 million Italians that 
voted for me.” the conservative media 
tycoon. who ow’ns Italy’s three Inrgest 
televijion networks. said at the end of un 
hour-long summary of his government’s 
goals. from cutting taxes to providing 
subsidics to privale schools. He said he 
wot~ld propc’se a law before the sumtner 
recea. but added that “my history as u 
comnIunic;ttions entrepreneur und my 
personal conscience permit no one to 
suypect that my inatitutional goals would 
1~ contrary to the cotntnon food.” 

That phrase drew acattered applause 
and sotnc his$ing. 

Conflict\ of interest. underscored by 
the fact that ;IX prime minister, Mr. Ber- 
lusconi would et’fectively contro1 state 
televi\ion ;IS well as bis own private 
chattnels. ha been att issue throughout 
his cumpaign. but one that Mr. Ber- 
lusconi ha\ ncver recognized as a real 
problem. The draft Iaw he protnised wus 
not cxpected to require him to se11 off his 
asscts. 

MI-. Berlusconi ha been far more 
preoccupied hy how the next big in- 
ternational meeting will come off when 
hc is its host. More than 100.000 anti- 
globalization detnon\trators are expec- 
tcd to stuge ;i Seattle-like protest in the 
inedieval port city of Genoa. 

His specch triggered confidente votes 
in borh houscs that were postponed SO he 
could attend the NATO tneeting in Brus- 
xels with Presidcnt George W. Bush and 
the EU meeting in Gothenhurg. “We 
will try to establish a line of commu- 
nication ,” Mr. Berlusconi Said. 

He \aid he respected the protesters’ 
constitutional right to demonstrate but 
ut@ them “not to write off a great 
opportunity - in Iurpe purt the objectives 
of the protesters are also ours.“ 

Debt rclicf for pool- nations is one of 
the demand\ of the anti-globalization 
tnovement. Mr. Berlusconi told Parlia- 
tnent th;lt Iialy was prepared to go be- 

yond measures agreed to hy the world’s 
richesl nations at a previous \ummtl in 
Cologne in 1999. “Wc are rcady lo 20 
beyond Cologne.” he Said. “[taly wi!l 
cancel 100 percent of the commerci;tl 
und bilatera1 debts of countries whtch 
have completed the negotistion\.” 

Mr. Berlusconi, like othet- Ieatie~-\. 
wus worried by the fierce cl,r\hes he- 
tween unti-,~lob3lizotion detnon\tr;ttor\ 
and riot poltce in Gothenburg. M hich lel’t 
one youth criticully wounded and t’orced 
rhe cancellation of a sumtnit dinnst-. 
Concerned that something \imilar ~~ ot 
worse - could happen when Re hosts 
Mr. Bush and other World Irader\ ;\t the 
Group of Eight sutnmit tncctiny from 
July X-22, Mr. Berlusconi called ;t SX- 
urday meeting with bis interior mini-(cr 
to review security meusurc\ in Ihc pot? 
city. 

In another fortn of sumtntt rnceti~~~ 
prepuration. Mr. Berlusconi tolti repot-t- 
ers that uny probletns in Genoa \\ ouid he 
“the responsibility of the preccdtng 
governments.” 

Genoa was selectcd as the mceli,n- site 
under the former prime tn~n~~tcr. 
Massimo D’Alema. in 1999. Whcrt II 
carne up for a vote in Parliament la\t > e;tr. 
however. Mr. Berlusconi‘\ cenrer-t-i@ 
oppostlton also voted in favot- of Genc~. 

Alreudy, security mea\t.tra h:tve C’I-C- 
ated special summit meeting /onc\. 
Throughout the meeting. aII ~~TÌ~II~I-~I~II 
traffic into the city will bc hlockcd. 
Airline passengers who hLtci tmohcd 
flights into Genoa on July 30 have 
already been rerouted to Milan. Last 
month. the Iialian authortties decitlt-tl IO 
move the foreign ministers meeting Jul> 
1X und 19 from the resort town 01‘ Por- 
tofino to Rome. A separate program t’or 
leaders’ wives was also canceled he- 
cause of security concerns. 

There is little sign that Mr. Bel-- 
lusconi’s efforts to open ;t dialogur L\ irh 
protesters is likely to soften thcirattitude 
at the summit meeting. “No dialopuc. no 
participation in fake negotiating table~.” 
Luca Casarini, a leader ol’an Italiai an& 
globalization organization. said in the 
newspuper Il Corriere della Stra al’tet- 
Italy’s new foreign tnini\ter. Rcna~ 
Ruggiero, also made concIliator! 4 
forts. “After Seattle. the point i\ to hlocl\ 
the meetings. not tamc them.” 

Even inside Parliament. therc ue~e 
signs of defiance. Hard-line It;~lixt 
Cotnmunists view the summit mcclin? 
us an elitist club that undertnitte\ the 
United Nations general ;tr\rmhl?. .2 
Mr. Berlusconi spoke. ;I feu rcptaen- 
tatives from the Communist Party held 
up red signs saying “No to the GS.” 


